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• Q.  When was the last time you were in a bad situation and desperately needed to be delivered? Imagine there was someone who was near 
and able to rescue you from that pit of despair! Then further, can you envision what it would be like if that person said “I know you need help, 
but no; I am not willing.”

• Maybe that has happened to you in small ways, maybe big. It happened to Ruth! But that was not the end of her story; she had a willing man 
named Boaz. Even if that has happened to you it is not the end of your story either; you have a willing God-man named Jesus and He is a 
redeemer!

• BIG IDEA: The unwillingness of the no-named-man and the willingness of Boaz to redeem Ruth and give her an inheritance; and how Boaz 
points us to Christ!

 I. BOAZ OBEYED THE LAW AND TRUSTED THE LORD—HE WOULD  
    NOT BREAK GOD’S LAW IN ORDER TO REDEEM RUTH (vv. 1-4) 
Ruth 4:1-4 “1 Now Boaz had gone up to the gate and sat down there. And behold, the redeemer, of whom Boaz had spoken, came by. 
So Boaz said, ‘Turn aside, friend; sit down here.’ And he turned aside and sat down. 2 And he took ten men of the elders of the city 
and said, ‘Sit down here.’ So they sat down. 3 Then he said to the redeemer, ‘Naomi, who has come back from the country of Moab, 
is selling the parcel of land that belonged to our relative Elimelech. 4 So I thought I would tell you of it and say, ‘Buy it in the 
presence of those sitting here and in the presence of the elders of my people.’ If you will redeem it, redeem it. But if you will not, tell 
me, that I may know, for there is no one besides you to redeem it, and I come after you.’ And he said, ‘I will redeem it.’
 I) See the weight the commands of God must have in your life if you would be godly! Boaz did not sidestep the Law  
    even for the “greater good.”
• CHILDREN: There are no commands of God given to you in the Bible that will make you sad if you obey them. They are for your good and 

for your happiness!
• This is why David sings in Psalm 19,  

“7 The law of the Lord is perfect, 
    reviving the soul; 
the testimony of the Lord is sure, 
    making wise the simple; 
8 the precepts of the Lord are right, 
    rejoicing the heart; 
the commandment of the Lord is pure, 
   enlightening the eyes; 
9 the fear of the Lord is clean, 
    enduring forever; 
the rules of the Lord are true, 
    and righteous altogether. 
10 More to be desired are they than gold, 
    even much fine gold; 
sweeter also than honey 
    and drippings of the honeycomb. 
11 Moreover, by them is your servant warned; 
    in keeping them there is great reward.”

• If the Law of God puts up a fence, it is to guard you from offending God, hurting your neighbor, or breaking yourself.  
If the Law of God opens a gate, it can be walked through for His glory, your neighbors good, and your gladness! 

• Q. Do you take God’s commands seriously? Do you close your eyes to certain laws and commands and cut corners? Boaz would not do that, 
and God honored Him for it.

 II) See also the perfect timing of the Lord! The no-named, first-in-line, would-be redeemer comes to the city gate just  
      after Boaz took His seat there.
⁃ Q. Do you trust in God’s timing? Behold the perfect timing of God in Ruth 4:1.
⁃ The next time you doubt the timing of God remember the coming of Jesus Christ into the world to save sinners—it was at the 

perfect time!
⁃ Galatians 4:4-5 “But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were 

under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.”
⁃ Remember Lamentations 3:24-26 when your heart is weighed down with suffering & the water seems like it is up to your neck!
⁃ “The Lord is my portion," says my soul, "therefore I will hope in him." The Lord is good to those who wait for him, to the soul who seeks him. It 

is good that one should wait quietly for the salvation of the Lord.” Lamentations 3:24-26
 III) See in Boaz a shadow of the Lord Jesus Christ! Like Boaz, Christ obeyed the Law & trusted God, except He did it perfectly!
⁃ Hebrews 4:15 “in every respect [Christ] has been tempted as we are, yet without sin.”
⁃ 1 Peter 2:24 “[Jesus] committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth.”
⁃ Matthew 3:15 “But Jesus answered him, ‘Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.’”



⁃ God did not break the Law for love; God broke Christ for love!
⁃ Isaiah 53:10 “Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him; he has put him to grief; when his soul makes an offering for guilt,”
⁃ Christ did not break the Law for love; Christ kept the Law for love so that you could be reckoned righteous, and He was then punished 

in place of Law-breakers like you so that you could be forgiven!
⁃ 1 Peter 3:18 “For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God.”
⁃ Q. Do these truths of the gospel cause you to thank God and worship Him? 
⁃ Look at God’s justice and grace colliding in the life and death of Christ! Look at Jesus and you cannot help but praise God 

for His wisdom shining forth in redeeming Law-breakers without Himself breaking the Law!
(CONCLUSION OF POINT I): Foreshadowing Christ Jesus, Boaz would not break the Law to redeem!
⁃ Transition: WELL, THERE IS BOAZ IN THE BEGINNING OF OUR PASSAGE OF SCRIPTURE, BUT THERE IS ANOTHER MAN AND I 

NEED TO PAY ATTENTION TO HERE:

 II. THE NO-NAMED MAN WAS UNWILLING TO BE THE REDEEMER  
      BECAUSE IT WOULD NOT BENEFIT HIM! (vv. 5-6)
Ruth 4:5-6 “5 Then Boaz said, ‘The day you buy the field from the hand of Naomi, you also acquire Ruth the Moabite, the widow of the 
dead, in order to perpetuate the name of the dead in his inheritance.’ 6 Then the redeemer said, ‘I cannot redeem it for myself, lest I 
impair my own inheritance. Take my right of redemption yourself, for I cannot (i.e. will not) redeem it.’”
⁃ Look at how Boaz speaks to the would be redeemer back in verse 1—he calls him “friend,” but it is a parculiar Hebrew phrase. We would 

say it “ploni-almoni.” The New Jewish Translation Society translates that word, “Mr. So and So.” What is the point? The writer of the book of 
Ruth is highlighting this man as being nameless!

⁃ Q. What is the point to be learned? It is this; Hear me: 
 If you want to be remembered and be a blessing, serve others and their interests;  
 if you want to be forgotten and be a curse, serve yourself and your interests.
⁃ Remember Jesus’ words in John 12:25-26 “Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. If 

anyone serves me, he must follow me; and where I am, there will my servant be also. If anyone serves me, the Father will honor him.”
⁃ Be warned by Solomon’s wisdom in Proverbs 10:7 “The memory of the righteous is a blessing, but the name of the wicked will rot.”
⁃ Oh pay attention to God’s words through Paul in Philippians 2:3-4 or you will waste this life God has given you! “Do nothing from selfish 

ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to 
the interests of others.”

⁃ Mr. So and So in Ruth 4 wanted to plant selfishness and grow joy; but selfishness only brings forth sorrow.  
If you want to reap joy, then sow selfless service to Christ and others!

⁃ Remember the words of our Lord Jesus, “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” (Acts 20:35)
⁃ Q. Do you say, like this unnamed man in Ruth 4, “I cannot do good to others, lest I impair my own personal wellbeing”? 
(CONCLUSION OF POINT II)
⁃ See how the name of this selfish man has become rot—indeed His name has been blotted out from the record!  

But then look at the selfless Boaz, filled with love for God & neighbor; see how his memory and name has become a blessing!
⁃ TRANSITION: Now to conclude this passage, focus again exclusively on Boaz in verses 7-10—see how opposite he and the no named man are!

 III. BOAZ WAS WILLING TO BE THE REDEEMER FOR RUTH’S  
       GOOD AT HIS OWN EXPENSE! (vv. 7-10)
Ruth 4:7-10 “7 Now this was the custom in former times in Israel concerning redeeming and exchanging: to confirm a transaction, the 
one drew off his sandal and gave it to the other, and this was the manner of attesting in Israel. 8 So when the redeemer said to Boaz, 
“Buy it for yourself,” he drew off his sandal. 9 Then Boaz said to the elders and all the people, “You are witnesses this day that I have 
bought from the hand of Naomi all that belonged to Elimelech and all that belonged to Chilion and to Mahlon. 10 Also Ruth the 
Moabite, the widow of Mahlon, I have bought to be my wife, to perpetuate the name of the dead in his inheritance, that the name of the 
dead may not be cut off from among his brothers and from the gate of his native place. You are witnesses this day.”
 I) This is what a godly man looks like! Godly men do what they do not for what they can get out of relationships; rather, godly men 
focus on what they can give.
 II) This is what marriage is ultimately about! Marriage is about glorifying God by seeking someone else’s ultimate good, far and 
above your own.

Now look with me and with the eyes of your heart see the Lord Jesus Christ foreshadowed in verses 7-10!



 I) Jesus willingly redeemed His bride, the church, at great cost to Himself! 
• The nameless man said, “What can I get out of this?”  

Christ said, “What can I give?”
• The no-named man was told, “you must pay with gold” and he refused!  

Jesus was told, “You must pay with blood” and He accepted!
• Oh taste and see the goodness of God in Christ’s willingness to redeem you with His very own blood!
• Every step of the way from his humble manger in Bethlehem, to His agonizing prayer in Gethsemane, to his horrific 

mutilation at Golgotha, Jesus said, “no one takes my life from me; I lay down my life willingly for the sheep!”
• Christ says to you from heaven, “Have you great debts? I have a greater payment!” “Have you great poverty? I will become poor so that 

through my poverty you might become rich!” “Have you great losses because of your sin? I am a Redeemer at my own expense; I will 
Redeem you with my very life-blood!” Christ says from Heaven, “Come to me and you will find rest for your souls!”

• If you submit to Christ in faith, the true Redeemer far great than Boaz, God’s Son Himself, has bought you with His death!
⁃ “You are not your own, for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body.” 1 Corinthians 6:20 

 II) Finally, see beyond Boaz to Christ who willingly redeems you, believers, in order to give you an inheritance!
• EXPLAIN: The inheritance of the promised land to the people of Israel is a foreshadowing of heaven itself, when we will be face to face with 

Jesus, enjoying a new heavens and a new earth, delighting in Him most of all!r
• You have to understand what the Bible says about INHERITANCE so that you can see what Ruth chapter 4 is ultimately drawing our eyes to! 

The language of INHERITANCE saturates the New Testament of your Bible, pointing us to that glorious future state with the Lamb of God!
• In Acts 20:32, Paul says, “And now I commend you to God and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the 

INHERITANCE among all those who are sanctified.”
• In Ephesians 1:11 Pauls writes, “In [Christ] we have obtained an INHERITANCE, having been predestined according to the purpose of him who 

works all things according to the counsel of his will.”
• Again in Ephesians 1:14, Paul says, “[God the Holy Spirit sealing us] is the guarantee of our INHERITANCE until we acquire possession of it, 

to the praise of his glory.”
• God warns us through Paul in Ephesians 5:5, “For you may be sure of this, that everyone who is sexually immoral or impure, or who is 

covetous (that is, an idolater), has no INHERITANCE in the kingdom of Christ and God.”
• In Colossians 1:12 Paul reminds us of the gospel saying, “[God] has qualified you to share in the INHERITANCE of the saints in light.”
• And God promises to you who truly believe in 1 Peter 1:3-5, “He has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of 

Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to an INHERITANCE that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5 who by God's power 
are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.”

Q. What is this inheritance called “heaven” and why should you desire it?
• EZEKIEL HOPKINS: “[Heaven is where] the unveiled glories of [the LORD] shall beat full upon us, and we forever sun ourselves in the 

smiles of God.”
• THOMAS WATSON: “In Heaven, there is . . . knowledge without ignorance, holiness without sin, beauty without blemish, strength without 

weakness, light without darkness, riches without poverty, ease without pain, liberty without restraint, rest without labor, joy without sorrow, 
love without hatred, plenty without excess, honor without disgrace, health without sickness, peace without end, contentment without 
cessation! Oh, the happiness...!”

This is what Boaz did for Ruth in a natural way and what Christ has done for you, believer, in a cosmic way!
• Look at me: Christ does not say, “I cannot redeem you, lest I impair my own inheritance.”  

Jesus says to you with nail scarred hands, “I will redeem you at my own expense and give you my inheritance.”
• Q. Will you trust in and bind yourself to this merciful Redeemer? You must.
• THOMAS BROOKS: “Your life is short, your duties many, your assistance great, and your REWARD sure; therefore faint not, hold on and 

hold up, in ways of well-doing, and heaven (your inheritance!) shall make amends for all!”


